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[57]i ABSTRACT 

Apparatus and a method for processing hot, moist ex¬ 
truded tobacco-containing materials as they are contin¬ 
uously extruded by drying the extruded material rapidly 
with microwave energy, and then cooling the extruded 
material rapidly so that the surface temperature of the 
extruded material is decreased below the bulk tempera¬ 
ture to provide the extruded material with an ade¬ 
quately rigid and stable dimensionally structure that can 
be formed into a smoking article. Microwave drying 
provides substantially uniform drying without case 
hardening the material. Cooling may occur by passing 
air at high velocity, refrigerated air or presenting a 
partial vacuum across the advancing extruded material, 
or contacting the material with cold contacting mem¬ 
bers or a cryogenic bath. Conventional maker devices 
can be used for forming smoking articles from the dried 
and cooled extruded material. The invention is useful 
particularly to process foamed, extruded materials into 
smoking articles which can be used with conventioanl 
cigarette maker equipment to produce large quantities 
of foamed, extruded tobacco-containing smoking artL 
cles having properties substantially equivalent to those 
of a conventional cigarette. 

43 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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